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SYSTEMS ANALYSIS IN URBAN STUDIES: REVIEW OF
FUNDAMENTAL APPROACHES

Ukraine is facing the largest armed conflict in Europe since the Second
World War, marked by unprecedented violence against civilians and the sys-
tematic destruction of infrastructure. Cities and villages have suffered severe
structural and functional damage. Post-war reconstruction and the restoration of
urban functionality will be an exceptionally complex and resource-intensive
process.

Yet, merely reproducing pre-war urban structures is not only inefficient but
also strategically risky. It traps cities in outdated conditions, ignoring new reali-
ties: demographic shifts (mass migration, new mobility patterns, the growing
role of internally displaced persons, etc.); economic transformation (market
relations replacing the planned economy underlying Soviet planning); digitali-
zation; war-driven deindustrialization; and social restructuring (emerging com-
munities, new demands for cohesion, public spaces, and social support). Re-
building obsolete industrial and residential zones without rethinking them ef-
fectively reinvests in the past.

Current conditions call for spatial planning grounded in new systemic princi-
ples – notably, the integration of civil security under wartime conditions, along with
flexibility, adaptability, energy independence, and community autonomy. This re-


