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Abstract. The article considers modern approaches and possibilities of using a competency-based approach for training commodity 

specialists for construction area. A brief description of the pedagogical research in Ukraine which is devoted to the implementation of 

a competency-based approach during study has been given. The key professional competencies required for commodity trading 

experts in construction have been formulated and substantiated. The main directions for expanding and deepening of professional 

competencies of the commodity specialists who are trained by higher educational establishments of Ukraine have been outlined. 
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Introduction. The National Strategy of Education Devel-

opment in Ukraine for the period up to 2021 [1] states that 

the key task of education in the XXI century is the devel-

opment of thinking oriented towards the future. This doc-

ument reasons that the modern labor market requires from 

a graduate not only to have profound theoretical 

knowledge, but also the ability to apply it independently 

in non-standard, constantly changing life situations, the 

transition from a knowledge society to the society of life-

competent citizens. One of the strategic directions of state 

policy in the field of education is to modernize its struc-

ture, content and its organization on the grounds of a 

competency-based approach. 

A brief overview of publications on the topic. A sig-

nificant amount of pedagogical research in Ukraine is 

devoted to the implementation of a competency-based 

approach in study, as well as to the development of such a 

system of diagnostic tools, which will be used not only to 

evaluate the knowledge and skills of a graduate of a high-

er school, but to assess his/her competence and compe-

tencies. In their works, scientists pay considerable atten-

tion to the deep essence of this approach. 

The author of the paper [2] believes that in modern sci-

ence there is a steady tendency not only to establish the 

concept of "a competency-based approach", but also to 

understand its essence, since the implementation of this 

approach is based on the awareness that social progress 

doesn’t depend only on economic growth – it is also de-

pendant on the level of personal development. The author 

concludes about the necessity of the transition from the 

qualification that a specialist acquires once and for all to 

the competency that allows to change professional activi-

ties due to social and economic changes, dynamics of the 

labor market, and the concept of the Bologna process. In 

the work [3] the emphasis is placed on the fact that a 

competency-based approach determines the result-based 

education. Competence is the goal of educational activity, 

and competency is a measure, degree, completeness of its 

achievement by a specific educational actor. The ultimate 

result of learning is the development of people’s compe-

tencies, the transfer of emphasis from the level of 

knowledge of the people involved in study to their ability 

to apply the information to solve practical problems. 

The author of the paper [4] emphasizes that competen-

cy should not be opposed to knowledge, abilities or skills. 

The concept of competency is wider than the concepts 

mentioned above. It contains the outcomes of learning 

(knowledge and skills), a system of values, habits, etc.; 

Competencies are formed in the process of learning, not 

only at secondary and higher schools; they are also influ-

enced by the family, friends, work, politics, religion, 

culture, etc. The paper [5] states that the existing stand-

ards of higher education are based on the qualification 

model of a specialist. As a result of this, a knowledge 

component dominates in the standards; these standards 

can’t assess the quality of education on the basis of such 

indicators as readiness of graduates for future professional 

activities and the level of professional motivation. 

The program competencies are classified into general 

and special (professional, subject-oriented) ones. General 

competencies include competencies that characterize 

knowledge, abilities, and skills that are universal by na-

ture and are acquired within a particular educational pro-

gram. Professional competencies are the key competen-

cies that are used to get any professional degree of train-

ing and are directly related to the special knowledge nec-

essary to carry out the core professional activities. 

Commodity trading experts have played and play a key 

part in organizing trade in non-food and food products. 

They have always had an important mission - to provide 

consumers with high-quality and safe goods in the fullest 

and widest assortment. At present, there is a significant 

expansion of the area for the use of commodity specialists 

in Ukraine; the considerable attention is paid to the list of 

key professional competencies that future professionals 

acquire during their training. 

Taking into account the requirements of the present 

time, it is justified to use a competency-based approach in 

the educational process of higher schools of the commodi-

ty profile in the context of training specialists for trade. 

The authors of the paper [6] state that the introduction of 

a competency-based approach in the system of training 

specialists can solve urgent issues that exist today in the 

field of national higher education and are related to train-

ing of modern commodity specialists. According to the 

authors, this will allow the following: 

- to improve the quality of training specialists of this 

profile and to extend the level of their professional com-

petencies to the needs of modern markets; 

- to develop a more thorough theoretical and methodo-

logical approach to assortment development, quality and 

safety of non-food products and radical reorganization of 
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its own educational and methodological base of training 

commodity specialists at higher schools on this basis. 
 

Table 1. Characteristics of key professional competencies of a 

commodity expert in construction 

№ Name and characteristics of competency 

1. 

Knowledge of the basic terms and concepts related to the 

technology of manufacturing, purpose, assortment, quali-

ty assessment of construction products 

2. 
Knowledge of classification, properties and areas of 

application of construction products 

3. 
Ability to distinguish and provide a commodity-specific 

characteristic of basic properties of construction products 

4. 

Ability to distinguish and characterize the composition 

of construction products, peculiarities of their manufac-

turing and application 

5. 
Knowledge of the main factors influencing quality and 

safety of construction products 

6. 

Ability to carry out an expert research on quantity and 

quality of construction products with drawing a substan-

tiated conclusion 

7. 
Knowledge of the causes of defects in construction 

products and the ability to assess their impact on quality 

8. 
Knowledge of peculiarities of labeling and packing of 

construction goods made in Ukraine and abroad 

9. 
Knowledge of the peculiarities of the use of construction 

goods 

10. 
Knowledge of the current normative documentation on 

construction goods and the ability to use it 

11. 
Ability to conduct sampling and to assess quality and 

safety of construction products 
 

The work [7] is devoted to study of modern approaches 

and possibilities of using a competency-based method for 

training commodity experts at higher educational estab-

lishments of Ukraine. The conclusions on the urgent need 

for conducting in-depth commodity research of the issues 

related to the formation and evaluation of key profession-

al competencies of commodity specialists have been 

made. The authors of the paper [8] have substantiated the 

content and the list of key professional competencies of 

commodity specialists in trade, as well as have paid atten-

tion to the way these competencies comply with the re-

quirements of the modern domestic market. The peculiari-

ties of developing professional competencies of com-

modity experts in knitting have been considered in the 

work [9]. This work gives a number of reasons determin-

ing the necessity of using a competency-based approach 

and the contextual form of training for preparing com-

modity specialists. 

market or supermarket departments, and trade firms. 

Under these conditions, the need for commodity special-

ists with certain key professional competencies is undeni-

ably substantiated and very important.  

In the work [10], the peculiarities of the professional 

activity of commodity trading experts in construction are 

generalized. In accordance with the specifics of the activi-

ty and the object this activity is aimed at, some basic 

professional competencies of Bachelors of the commodity 

profile have been defined; their practical activity will be 

aimed at the organization of trade in construction products. 

The purpose of the article is to reveal the aspects of a 

competency-based approach in education as the focus 

area of its modernization and to analyze the peculiarities 

of developing professional competencies during training 

commodity trading experts in construction. 

Materials and methods System analysis, generaliza-

tion of data comparison from the research issue based on 

the study of scientific pedagogical and methodological 

literature, pedagogical experiment. 

Results and discussion. Construction products are a 

special group of non-food products whose range is con-

stantly expanding and renewed due to the use of modern 

raw materials and innovative production technologies. 

This group of goods is aimed not only at an individual 

consumer, but also at special construction companies and 

firms involved in construction, arrangement, repair of 

various premises. Therefore, construction products are 

often sold through a number of specialized stores, hyper 

After all, only professionals can skillfully and thoughtful-

ly form a range of types and subtypes of construction 

products, understand all the nuances of labeling, evaluate 

quality, focus on safety of certain goods and provide 

advice about their use and storage conditions to consum-

ers. Table 1 outlines the main key professional competen-

cies of commodity specialists whose future professional 

activity will be related to trade in construction products. 
 

Table 2. Characteristics of competencies required for conducting expert studies  

and determining quality and safety of construction products 

Name of competency Degree of a specialist’s training 

Bachelor Master Doctor of Philosophy 

Knowledge of basic terms and 

concepts related to the technolo-

gy of manufacturing, purpose, 

assortment, assessment of quali-

ty of construction products 

Knowledge of 

basic terms and 

concepts 

Full understanding of the essence of basic 

terms and concepts 

Complete understanding of the 

deep essence of basic terms and 

concepts, their logical connection 

and comparison at the domestic, 

European and world level 

Ability to conduct sampling and 

to assess quality and safety of 

construction products 

Ability to carry 

out sampling 

and organolep-

tic quality as-

sessment 

Ability to carry out sampling, quality 

assessment using organoleptic and certain 

physical and chemical indicators 

Ability to conduct sampling, 

quality assessment using organo-

leptic, physical and chemical 

indicators as well as safety indica-

tors with the help of modern 

equipment 

Ability to assess the composi-

tion of construction products 

By labeling, 

external features 

With the help of chemical methods With the help of physical and 

chemical methods 

Ability to apply construction 

products in buildings and car-

casses 

In accordance 

with the instruc-

tions 

In accordance with the instructions, taking 

into account the features of buildings and 

carcasses, as well as external and internal 

negative environmental factors 

Analysis of domestic and world 

experience. Providing scientifical-

ly substantiated recommendations 

for application 
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It is clear that the trade sector needs commodity ex-

perts of different degrees of professional training - Bache-

lors, Masters and Doctors of Philosophy. Their competen-

cies are similar while differing in their depth, which is 

due to the content of training at higher schools (Table 2). 

The list of competencies necessary for assessment of 

the quality and safety level, the structure of assortment, 

properties of construction products requires further sub-

stantiation, refinement and specification, taking into ac-

count all peculiarities of training commodity trading ex-

perts in construction. These competencies must be recon-

sidered and compiled with the needs and demands of the 

product market in order to form a result-oriented specialist. 

Competency in a certain field is a combination of rele-

vant knowledge and skills that allow a reasonable assess-

ment of a particular area and effective performance in it. 

But one can draw conclusions objectively, reasonably and 

comprehensively only provided that a certain area is max-

imally studied both at the domestic and world level. To 

prepare a modern commodity trading expert in construc-

tion, who will quickly respond to changes in the market of 

building technologies and goods, have a complete picture 

of manufacturers and suppliers and assess quality of their 

products is impossible without the experience gained by 

specialists of similar area in the leading countries world-

wide. 

Graduates of higher educational establishments of the 

commodity profile can extend their professional compe-

tencies during seminars, short-term lecture courses on 

specific educational disciplines at the universities with 

similar specialties all over the world. This process can be 

facilitated by bilateral cooperation agreements and ex-

change of students. The combination of professional 

competencies acquired in home educational institutions 

and obtained while studying abroad can lead to a positive 

synergistic effect resulting in the formation of a highly 

skilled and highly-demanded specialist. 

However, only the student fluent in foreign languages, 

especially in the language for specific purpose, can go 

that way. The correct and unambiguous understanding of 

the terms and concepts when it comes to building materi-

als, products and structures will contribute to the proper 

application of the gained key professional competencies 

by a commodity trading expert while fulfilling basic pro-

fessional tasks. In this case, we can talk about the close 

relationship of general and professional competencies. 

Conclusions. Nowadays it is necessary to work on the 

formulation, substantiation and specification of profes-

sional competencies of commodity trading experts in 

construction, to comply these competencies with the 

needs of the modern market of construction goods, which 

undergoes constant changes. To expand the range of key 

professional competencies of future commodity experts 

students should practice the experience of mastering cer-

tain special disciplines at foreign higher schools with 

related specialties. The prerequisite for commodity trad-

ing experts in construction to acquire professional compe-

tencies is a good command of a foreign language, which 

is very important for a person’s mobility and mastering 

best practices. 
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